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Dear friends,

The first decade of its activity placed Scholion firmly at the
forefront of interdisciplinary research in Jewish studies. The
second decade maintains that focus on Jewish studies but has
also seen the expansion of Scholion’s mission so as to include
the full range of scholarship in the humanities.

We are proud to be the Hebrew University’s partner in

this outstanding project, which maintains high standards

of scholarship and makes a profound contribution to the

preparation of scholars and scholarship of the next generation.

My congratulations and best wishes to the finalists in this now
famous intellectual “marathon’.

Morton L. Mandel
Chairman of the Board
Mandel Foundation

'S d MANDEL FOUNDATION
&4

Scholion
' | Interdisciplinary Research Center
in the/Humanities and Jewish Studies

About the Center

The Scholion Center was founded in 2002, on the initiative of the former president
of the Hebrew University, Prof. Menachem Magidor, and with the generous support
of the Mandel Foundation. Its original aim was to encourage interdisciplinary
research paths that will place Jewish studies at the heart of cultural discourse in
Israel and abroad and also secure the Hebrew University's position as the leading
institution in the field; with the beginning of its second decade its mandate was
expanded to the full gamut of the humanities. We aspire to create a new kind of
academic community — one that is multi-aged, interdisciplinary, lively and vibrant,
and which holds a productive and friendly discourse.

Scholion Academic Committee 2012-2013

Professor Menahem Ben-Sasson — President of the Hebrew University
Professor Asher Cohen - Rector of the Hebrew University
Professor Reuven Amitai — Dean of the Faculty of Humanities

Professor Israel Yuval - Academic Head of the Jack, Joseph, and Morton
Mandel School for Advanced Studies in the Humanities

Professor Shlomo Naeh — Head of the Mandel Institute of Jewish Studies
Professor Daniel R. Schwartz — Academic Head of Scholion
Professor Peter N. Miller - Bard College, New York

Professor Judith Olszowy-Schlanger - Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes,
Sorbonne

Professor Malka Rappapport Hovav - Linguistics
Professor Edwin Seroussi - Musicology




Mandel Postdoctoral Fellows:

Past and Present

Prof. Yaron Ben-Naeh, 2002-2005.
Currently: Associate Prof,, Hebrew
University.

Dr. Amram Tropper, 2002-2005.
Currently: Senior Lecturer, Ben-Gurion
University.

Prof. Daniel Stoekl - Ben Ezra, 2003-2006.
Currently: Research Prof,, Ecole Pratique
des Hautes Etudes, Paris.

Dr. Sarit Shalev-Eyni, 2003-2006.
Currently: Senior Lecturer, Hebrew
University.

Dr. Tamar Hess, 2004-2007. Currently:
Lecturer, Hebrew University.

Dr. Manuela Consonni, 2004-2007.
Currently: Senior Lecturer, Hebrew
University.

Dr. Pawel Maciejko, 2005-2008.
Currently: Senior Lecturer, Hebrew
University.

Prof. Ishay Rosen-Zvi, 2005/6. Currently:
Associate Prof, Tel-Aviv University.

Dr. Havi Dreifuss, 2006-2009. Currently:
Senior Lecturer, Tel-Aviv University.

Dr. Dimitry Shumsky, 2006-2009.
Currently: Lecturer, Hebrew University.

Dr. Reimund Leicht, 2007/8. Currently:
Senior Lecturer, Hebrew University.

Dr. Uzi Leibner, 2007-2009. Currently:
Lecturer, Hebrew University.

Dr. Amos Goldberg, 2007-2010.
Currently: Senior Lecturer, Hebrew
University.

Dr. Uri Gabbay, 2008-2011. Currently:
Fellow, Martin Buber Society of Fellows,
Hebrew University.

Dr. Ehud Krinis, 2008-2011. Currently:
Postdoctoral Fellow, University of
Pennsylvania.

Dr. Dalit Assouline, 2009-2012. Currently:

Lecturer, University of Haifa.

Dr. Shai Secunda, 2009-2012. Currently:
Fellow, Martin Buber Society of Fellows,
Hebrew University.

Dr. Maoz Kahana, 2011 -
Dr. Yair Lipshitz, 2011 -
Dr.Yair Furstenberg, 2011 -
Dr. Joseph Witztum, 2012 -
Dr. Ayala Eliyahu, 2012/13
Dr. Katelyn Mesler, 2013 -

Guy Darshan

Guy Darshan studied
Classics and Bible at the
Hebrew University; his
doctoral dissertation
studies the stories of
origin in the Book of
Genesis as compared
with ancient Greek

and Mediterranean
traditions. Currently he is
a postdoctoral fellow at

the University of Chicago.

His research proposal

for Scholion is a study of
biblical law codes in light
of comparable ancient
material from the eastern
Mediterranean.

The Story of the Sons of
God and the Daughters of
Men (Gen. 6:1—4) in Light
of the Hesiodic Catalogue
of Women

The first four verses of Genesis 6 are among the most
enigmatic verses in the Pentateuch, and almost

all scholars agree that this unit is fragmentary and
incomplete. In this talk | will briefly survey the issues
raised in research on this fragmented story, and try

to trace its original shape in light of the parallel to

the most important Greek genealogical composition,
i.e. the Hesiodic Catalogue of Women. | will mainly
focus on the scene described in Papyrus Berlin 10560,
which preserves part of the end of the Catalogue of
Women, and similar traditions from the ancient Greek
world, which have not received enough attention

in biblical research. The comparison between these
sources has significance for the understanding of the
literary traditions known in the eastern Mediterranean
in the first half of the first millennium BCE and their
development, and for the formation processes of this
biblical narrative.




Eviatar Shulman

Eviatar Shulman studied
psychology, and then
concentrated upon
Buddhism, at the Hebrew
University; his doctoral
dissertation analyzes the
thought of Nagarjuna, the
founder of the Buddhist
"Middle-way" school

of thought. Currently

he is teaching at the
Hebrew University and
at Tel-Aviv University. His
research proposal for
Scholion focuses on the
nature of a Buddha - the
apparent discrepancy
between being both a
man of flesh and blood
and also an object of
intense devotion and
veneration, something of
an other-worldly being.

The Buddhist Theory of
Enlightenment

The notion of enlightenment is central to Buddhism and
to the broader understanding of religious experience.
The textual traditions of early Buddhism, which purport
to represent the historical Buddha, display a wide variety
of approaches to understanding this seminal event.
Among these, a central tradition defines enlightenment
as a deep meditative state, in which a philosophical
realization arises. Hitherto, scholars have been suspicious
of this theory, which situates a theoretical realization

in a mental state that transcends conceptuality. In this
talk we will see that this tradition can be trusted and its
conceptual pattern retained if as we redefine the nature
and function of the relevant philosophical content.

The acme of enlightenment is understood to be a
realization of the so-called “Four Noble Truths."This
doctrine focuses on the universal danger of desire,
which it defines as the root of all human suffering.

A careful reading of the relevant textual formulas
suggests, however, that they do not refer to any
theoretical content: The awakening Buddha, who has
grown accustomed to seeing Buddhist truth and to
experiencing reality accordingly, does not discover

a philosophical principle. Rather, the philosophical
language is a description or theorizing of a particular
meditative perception, in which the Buddha or his
disciple attains a specific, concrete realization regarding
the direct contents of his experience. This perception

is not “life is suffering’, “desire is the origin of suffering”
or“Nirvana is the end of suffering’, as is commonly
believed. Rather, the Buddha realizes that “this is
suffering”— in the sense that “this particular event is
suffering”-"this is the arising of suffering”and “this is the
cessation of suffering.” Philosophy functions here as a
practical method of observation, which is implemented
in the meditative state in real time. This theory thus
raises fascinating questions regarding the relation
between religious theory and experience.

Jonathan Simon

Jonathan Simon

studied philosophy at
Columbia and at New
York University. His NYU
doctoral dissertation,
“The Sharp Contour of
Consciousness, focuses
on the contrast between
the gradual nature

of the material world
and the sharpness of
consciousness: the

fact that the statement
that someone is bald
can be vague while

the statement that
someone is conscious
cannot. Currently he is

a postdoctoral fellow at
the Australian National
University in Canberra. He
has proposed to Scholion
two projects: one that
builds upon his doctoral
work and focuses on the
relationship between
experience, perception,
and value; the other,

in the field of political
and legal philosophy,
addresses issues
concerning the legal
status of sovereign bodies
that do not control
habitable territory.

The Puzzle of Inverted
Affective Experience

We have an easy enough time conceiving of the
possibility of inverted color experience.“What if my
red were your green?”is a question to lure first-year
philosophy students into epistemological quandary.
In contrast, it is very hard to make sense of inverted
affective experience. Philosophy professors rarely
ask, “What if my pleasure were your pain?”. When
asked, the question is often misunderstood, and
when understood it is often deemed incoherent.

It is no accident that the analytic behaviorists and
functionalists usually focus on the relation between
pain experience and pain behavior, while their
critics focus on the lack of a relation between color
experience and color behavior. And it is sometimes
argued that color inversion is not possible (despite
appearances to the contrary) precisely because
there can be no color experience without affective
experience - yellow is warm and blue is cold. | find
this contrast puzzling. Shouldn't all phenomenal
experience be treated equally? In this talk I will suggest
that the inversion of affective experience is coherent,
just as the inversion of color experience is coherent. |
will then attempt to diagnose the temptation we all
feel to consider affective inversion to be incoherent.
There is a sort of incoherence in affective inversion
scenarios, | concede, but it is a kind of rational
incoherence in the agents in these scenarios, not a
structural incoherence in the scenarios themselves.
The lecture will conclude with a sketch of an analysis
of this rational incoherence.



Aynat Rubinstein

Aynat Rubinstein
studied linguistics and
computer science in the
interdisciplinary honors
program at Tel-Aviv
University, then pursued
graduate studies in
linguistics — completing
an MA at Tel-Aviv

and then a doctorate

at the University of
Massachusetts at
Ambherst. Her doctoral
dissertation, “Roots of
Modality,’ studies the
interplay of grammar
and context in the
interpretation of modal
words like “ought,’
“necessary,’and “need’
Currently sheis a
postdoctoral fellow at
Georgetown University.
Her research proposal
for Scholion builds
upon her doctoral work
and addresses issues
pertaining to preference-
based modality and
distinctions between
weak and strong modality
(e.g., "you ought to" vs.
"you have to”).

Different Grades of
Necessity: How to Say
“ought” in Hebrew?

The ability to talk about what is possible or necessary,
but may never be realized in actuality, is a deeply
human ability. All languages have expressions that
convey such modal notions, and the study of these
has been a central topic of research in linguistics

for decades. Within existing theories, a question

that has received much attention but has proven
difficult to resolve concerns the difference between
strong and weak grades of necessity (exemplified

by the meaning of must and ought in English). The
challenge is both semantic and morphological. First,
what aspect of meaning makes certain necessities
stronger than others? And second, in terms of form, do
expressions of necessity “wear their strength on their
sleeves”? Against the backdrop of a Kratzerian context-
dependent semantics of modality, | propose that

the distinction between what is weakly and strongly
necessary reflects a split between what is and is not
negotiable in a conversation. It is thus a distinction
that is rooted in the dynamics of discourse. | then
present the challenge of connecting this proposal
with the form that expressions of weak necessity take
cross-linguistically. I conclude by discussing languages
like Hebrew, which seem to lack a clear counterpart

of “ought’, thereby raising the question of whether

all grades of necessity can be expressed in every
language. Understanding the relationship between
graded necessity and the meaning of comparison and
preference provides a theoretical basis for answering
this question of universality.

Naama Tsal

Naama Tsal studied
literature and philosophy
in the interdisciplinary
honors program at
Tel-Aviv University. After
completing an M.A. in
modern philosophy she
moved to the Hebrew
University, where she
wrote her doctoral
dissertation on“The Other
in the Poetics of Yehoshua
Kenaz”Currently she

is a Guggenheim
postdoctoral fellow at
the Hebrew University.
Her research proposal

for Scholion focuses

on notions of everyday
life in various genres of
Hebrew literature of the
nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, especially

on the tensions inherent
in attempts to meld
western poetic traditions
with the Hebrew literary
imagination.

On the Narrator-
Character Relationship as
a Dialogic Relationship:
Ethical Approaches to the
Linguistic Otherness of a
Literary Character

This lecture will translate the philosophical I-other
relationship into a new understanding of the poetic
narrator-character relationship. It builds upon my
doctoral work, investigating the extraordinary oeuvre
of Yehoshua Kenaz in the field of Hebrew literature.
Kenaz, a Hebrew-speaking Israeli, has often placed
immigrants at the center of his stories. On the basis of
Kenaz's innovative poetic practices on the one hand,
and mainline philosophical-dialogical approaches,
(especially Levinas“face-to-face”and Buber's“l and
thou,) on the other, the lecture will demonstrate
that the image of the foreign character, born in the
dialogical context of encounter, is not based upon

full comprehension and understanding. Rather, it is
based upon a recognition of an impassable distance,
of a deep and fundamental absence, vis a vis radical
otherness (“alterity”) that can neither be overcome nor
assimilated.




Dani Schrire

Dani Schrire first

studied philosophy and
geography at the Hebrew
University, and then
moved over to the study
of folklore; his doctoral
dissertation addresses
the study of diasporan
Jewish folklore as it
moved from Europe to
Israel in the 1940s and
1950s in the wake of the
Holocaust. Currently he
is a postdoctoral fellow
at the Hebrew University.
His research proposal for
Scholion focuses on the
emergence of Jewish
folklore in international
scholarly networks.

Why is Modern Jewish
Folklore Identified with
Ethnicity in Israeli
Scholarship?

In recent decades Israeli scholarship has identified
modern Jewish folklore as ethnicity — a plurality of

folk cultures associated with various ‘communities”
rather than a national popular culture. Most often this
is taken to be a“natural” state of affairs for a society
composed of immigrants from various lands of origin.
However, historical examination of the study of Jewish
folklore reveals that, since the early twentieth century,
there have been two competing approaches: one

that presented Jewish folklore as a unity and the other
that emphasized its multi-cultural nature. With the
foundation of the State of Israel the former approach
alone was given institutional support, but nevertheless,
already by the end of the 1950s Jewish folklore in Israel
came to be defined in pluralistic terms formulated
along ethnic lines. This may be explained with the help
of a constructivist approach, which will clarify that
Jewish folklore was formulated in heterogeneous ways
in different research centers and international scholarly
networks in the first half of the twentieth century. With
the move of folklore research to Israel, Jewish folklore
was identified in competing voices and sites, and it
proved impossible to unify them all as a single national
popular culture.

Rachel Seelig

Rachel Seelig studied
comparative literature
at Stanford University,
focusing upon German
and Hebrew, and then
moved to Jewish studies
at the University of
Chicago. Her doctoral
dissertation focused

on Jewish literature —

in German, Hebrew,

and Yiddish -- in Berlin
during the Weimar
period. Currently she is
a postdoctoral fellow

at the University of
Toronto. Her research
proposal for Scholion
focuses on Jewish writers
from eastern Europe
who crossed paths with
German Jewish writers
in Berlin in the years
between the world wars.

The Middleman: Ludwig
Strauss’s German-
Hebrew Bilingualism

Shortly after immigrating to Palestine from Germany,
Ludwig Strauss composed an ode to the bay of Haifa,
which appeared in the volume Land Israel (1935), the
poet’s love letter to his new home. Although "An die
Bucht” (To the Bay) was first published in German,

it emerged out of a process of simultaneous auto-
translation between Strauss's native tongue and his
newly acquired Hebrew. The result was two versions
of the poem - and the beginning of a bilingual
career. This lecture traces Strauss's linguistic transfer
alongside his geographical trajectory. Situating his
work within the broader discourse on the role of the
Jew in German literary culture, | explore his attempt to
construct a distinct German-Jewish poetic genealogy
originating with the Hebrew poetry of the Psalms
and the Golden Age of Spain. Strauss sought to
insert himself in this tradition through his bilingual
writing, thereby uprooting German-Jewish poetry
from the German fatherland and rerouting it to the
Jewish homeland. And yet, close analysis of Strauss's
process of auto-translation reveals less uprooting
than cross-fertilization. The two versions of the poem
demonstrate continuous traversal of the border
between languages and literary traditions. This case-
study of an underexplored bilingual poet challenges
approaches to Jewish literary studies predicated on
the conventional dichotomy of homeland and exile
and on the geographical and linguistic boundaries this
division implies.



Uriel Gellman

Uriel Gellman studied
Jewish history and
general history at the
Hebrew University,
completing his doctorate
with a dissertation on the
history of Hasidism in the
first half of the nineteenth
century. Currently he is
teaching at the Hebrew
University and at Ben-
Gurion University. His
research proposal for
Scholion focuses on
Jewish reactions to
plagues in Europe
beginning in the early
modern period, studying
the interplay between
religion, magic, science,
and ritual.

The “Black Wedding”:
Magic and the Discourse
of Modernity in Eastern
European Jewry

Cholera struck Europe in waves during the nineteenth
century, shaking the demographic foundations of

the continent. It was a challenge to the success of
Enlightenment and the modernest project. Together
with the first hygienic and medical steps, many
European societies turned to religion and magic, part
of a turn to romanticism, to allay the catastrophic
results. This displayed the inherent tension between
religion and scientific knowledge and highlighted
cultural disparities implicit during the age of tolerance
and individual freedom. This lecture will center on
rituals preformed by Eastern European Jews to protect
themselves from plagues, rituals that became part

of standard religious life. In the center of my lecture
will stand the “Black Wedding” ceremony — a newly
invented ritual most popular among Jews, which
embodied symbolisms and perceptions of space

and identity. Such magic stood at the core of an
ideological dispute among Jewish subgroups. These
rituals grant insight into the power relations between
orthodoxy and modernists, and between Jews and
non-Jews. These magical practices left their mark in
contemporary printed sources, in various languages,
in the press, belles lettres, and rabbinic literature.
Tracing these marks will demonstrate the relevant
cultural changes, and offer an alternative narrative of
modernization within the complexity of the triangle of
religion, magic, and scientific knowledge.

Pinchas Roth

Pinchas Roth studied
Talmud at the Hebrew
University and, after

an MA in medieval
Jewish history at Yeshiva
University, returned

to Hebrew University
and wrote a doctoral
dissertation on rabbis
and Jewish law in
southern France in the
thirteenth and fourteenth
centuries. Currently he

is a postdoctoral fellow
at New York University.
His research project for
Scholion will build on his
work on the rabbinical
world of southern France
but also address similar
material from medieval
England.

“Sacred Communities” in
Provence: Wine, Society
and Halakhah

The laws of kosher wine in the Middle Ages have been
intensively examined for northern Europe, and they
are now well recognized as a locus of Jewish legal
creativity. The geographic, economic and legal aspects
of the wine trade in southern France differed from
those in northern Europe, where the Tosafists were
trying to align their reading of the Talmudic sources
with their self-perception as a “sacred community”. Well
aware of legal developments in other regions, the Jews
of southern France adopted some of the innovations
of the Tosafists while rejecting others, thus carving out
a distinct halakhic tradition. In a process that was not
confined to the rabbinic elite and which challenges
regnant assumptions about their supposedly lax
religious character, Provencal communities followed,
questioned, and formed halakhah.

Focusing on several responsa from medieval
Provence and Languedoc, | will try to collapse simple
dichotomies between law and society and between
strict and lenient halakhic approaches, in the hope
of identifying the unique contours of halakhah in
southern France. As a case-study in one specific
aspect of medieval Jewish law that is embedded in
time, place, and culture, this paper aims towards a
history of halakhah that is fully engaged with current
historiographical approaches and contributes more
broadly to the study of law and society.



Thursday
3.1.2013
Room 2001, Rabin Building

09:00 Menahem Ben-Sasson
Greetings

Daniel R. Schwartz
Opening remarks

09:15  Guy Darshan
The Story of the Sons of God and the Daughters of Men (Genesis 6:1-4) in
Light of the Hesiodic Catalogue of Women

09:45 Eviatar Shulman
The Buddhist Theory of Enlightenment

10:15  Jonathan Simon
The Puzzle of Inverted Affective Experience

10:45  Aynat Rubinstein
Grades of Necessity: How to Say “ought”in Hebrew?

11:15  Coffee Break

11:30 Naama Tsal
On the Narrator-Character Relationship as a Dialogic Relationship: Ethical
Approaches to the Linguistic Otherness of a Literary Character

12:00  Dani Schrire
Why is Modern Jewish Folklore Identified with Ethnicity in Israeli Scholarship?

12:30  Rachel Seelig
The Middleman: Ludwig Strauss's German-Hebrew Bilingualism

13:00  Uriel Gellman
The "Black Wedding": Magic and the Discourse of Modernity in Eastern
European Jewry

13:30  Pinchas Roth
“Sacred Communities”in Provence: Wine, Society and Halakhah
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