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Sofi Remijsen, The End of Athletics in Late Antiquity, Cambridge :187 0°010% 5
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ed. Simon Goldhill, Cambridge 2001, pp. 306-334; Augusto Fraschetti, ‘Le

48



1"awn - NYNIYIN NNID0'NN NNAN? NNIMY NIMaT™ 22

N7 N 2w 0°311n03 LIIDO NN

2717 0°7 MR 7177 DR 7990 1212712 X, D070 2722 0020 007 7MY DI
SR 03 LY ARPA POPDIND DPIH NP N0 PW PIHRD DX 0T
0°InNn 2w MAPwn® 1m0 PwhD 273 MYPRT 2120 191910 NPWOR 139,017 1)
IR akrlyizamRakislie
NN .0ITNA 2w MM R 12007 AR 0PPNAY 100N 0P 11NN
VPNNA DX NP AIPRA 1A DX D790 TR0 MK PY 03 ,OX0°TINDRI
TTONY PRI YIRAW I0°P2 1ML /PUI00 YW I0%R O nnngl by 1IN
SR MPART 990w N1IAN ,/OPLIRIND'A A% ITINID O1TIA 0T By wnn

feste, il circo, i calendri’, Storia di Roma, 4, eds. Andrea Giardina and Aldo
Mynwn DX INw 7732 0°27YH 0”107 .Schiavone, Torino 1989, pp. 609-627
PLOY YW OIR DWyR' Y 12T, Pwnb ,0inT 1TI0IPK LPITLIN DPNWNT N0
D pPRwnnwY 1120 '[’D‘? LIPVIT PRI, NPNT MTANT 1IN "IXID l?;'l[?;'l iall/zp R Riiplalizd
Y7197 W K2 ONI0W 73 ARMY Mynwn 93 N°Na0 a8 1977700 123 X90nn
Alexander Demandt, Geschichte der Spiitantike: Das Romische Reich :1X1 .2 R?
von Diocletian bis Justinian 284-565 n. Chr., Munich 1998, pp. 165; Hartmut
Leppin, Justinian. Das Christliche Experiment, Stuttgart 2011, p. 66

YY1 DINR DPUD°IP 02PN DWDIMRY MPTAY OITIA P rMDRY YY DwId? 6
D0ID0Y ,287-258 MY ,(2 7Y ,'?’37'?) OIARD IR ,D°TN1°1 2722 N1PNMP 20 N1ANT
,01D01%) D NMURYTR?AT N127P7 TAPHI, 017N YW MPIIANY 00 MTAINT DX woaTn
Zeev Weiss, Public Spectacles in :03 W7 .(279-272 0 ,[1 7yA ,2v%] nrnnTp
'V .Roman and Late Antique Palestine, Cambridge, MA 2014, pp. 14-16
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Oxford 2005, pp. 1-17; Onno M. Nijf and Sam van Dijk, ‘Experiencing Roman
Power at Greek Contests: Romaia in the Greek Festival Network’, Roman, Greek,
Jewish and Christian Perceptions and Reactions, ed. Katell Berthelot, Rome
127117 "2 0°22751 0°0m°1 bW IR VT 17 NPLYNNT NMINNT L2019, pp. 91-112
Tim Whitmarsh (ed.), Local Knowledge 1381 007157 1 p321707 1725 *9X* 101K
5y 0°0197 .and Microidentities in the Imperial Greek World, Cambridge 2010
1IX7 VDO NI IR OXN? MOMNT P2 ORI YIR2 7M2a0 NP1 11200
"YWn DYYIORIWIYIR I 0107 (ND? Y9IR 1307 O

,(3 1IY,2°U%) TIUD R, PI0RY IRTRY NPU0IRNT TPy, P00 YTy by ovpb 7
740y

49



1"awn - NY28WN NNILD'NN N1AN? NNIMY NINAT 72

917°3 1IND

NN, MY NRT S 1mwaAw (‘0193 Ori) 021DKI N7 ,71%8 03 137 7Apnd
DR 77907, 13T RN MR PY K27 03, IRPPTIRDI RN 177707 221 Mwn
YD PYM 1A PR MPIINN °.I0°R2 1 RN ‘01N YW 0 RN D pnwn

JTIDRIT 22N 0PNTA DPRWHT DX TNV D10 ITI009K 17 00 Y

MR N3N PV, NNYR VIR .1 AN
(DWI3 7R3 MPTRI AN 07 MTW 10 MIRIR NRPTIN NRIMI 72810)

2 1Y oA N°on’ 0037 MMPN1IT7°2 W° N°Y°297 RN 71°21°0IN1 01007 oy

M2IN7 TREN CPRIVPPLIRT MW M MNONNAY N7 NPV2NRT M2°Y;

Joyce Reynolds et al. (eds.), Inscriptions from Aphrodisias 2007, (http:// {73X 1X1
insaph.kcl.ac.uk/iaph2007), Inscription IAph 1.182, lines 32-34 ([év] Kau[o]
Charlotte Roueché, Performers and Partisans 3191 ,ape[ia] tis Ztp[dtwvog])
at Aphrodisias, London 1993, inscription 9lc, lines 51-53 (Kawoapeiav T
Luigi Moretti, Iscrizioni agonistiche :03% 1 ZTpdTwvos Qvp&v TavxpdTiv)
greche, Roma 1953, pp. 206-211, 249-253; Josef Patrich, Studies in the
Archaeology and History of Caesarea Maritima, Leiden 2011, pp. 183—184
.255-246 1Y ,(6 Y ,2°Y9) 22171 IR D°wIDY

John H.W.G. Liebeschuetz, Antioch: City and Imperial 2387 7°270IR VY 0°0D?
Administration, Oxford 1972; Isabella Sandwell, Religious Identity in Late
Antiquity: Greeks, Jews and Christians in Antioch, Cambridge 2007; Lieve van
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Hoof (ed.), Libanius: A Critical Introduction, Cambridge 2014; Jan S. Stenger,
Johannes Chrysostomos und die Christianisierung der Polis (STAC, 115),
Tiibingen 2019
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Rivka Gersht and Peter Gendelman, ‘Tombs and Burial Customs in Roman :1%7
and Byzantine Caesarea’, Cornupia: Studies in Honor of Arthur Segal, eds.
Michael Eisenberg and Asher Ovadia, Rome 2019, pp. 189-210, esp. pp. 201—
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pp- 69-70, 371-372; Joseph W. Trigg, Origen, London 1998, pp. 36-61; Ronald
E. Heine, Origen: Scholarship in the Service of the Church, Oxtord 2010; Alfons
Fiirst, Origenes: Grieche und Christ in romischer Zeit, Stuttgart 2017, pp. 4-13;
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Maren R. Niehoff, ‘Origen’s Commentaries on the Old Testament’, The Oxford
Handbook to Origen, ed. Ronald Heine, Oxford 2022 (forthcoming)

Lorenzo Perrone, ‘Origenes alt und neu: Die Psalmenhomilien in der 2387 00797 15
neuentdeckten Miinchner Handschrift’, Zeitschrift fiir Antikes Christentum 17
(2013), pp. 193-214; Idem, ‘Codex Monacensis Graecus 314: Psalmenhomilien
des Origenes’, Origines XIll: Die neuen Psalmenhomilien; Eine kritische
Edition des Codex Monacensis Graecus 314, eds. Lorenzo Perrone et al., Berlin
2015, pp. 1-26; Idem, ‘Origen Reading Psalms: The Challenge of a Christian
Interpretation’, Scriptures, Sacred Traditions, and Strategies of Religious
Subversion: Studies in Discourse with the Work of Guy G. Stroumsa, eds. Moshe
Blidstein et al. (S74C, 112), Tiibingen 2018, pp. 131-148; Idem, ‘Meine Zunge
ist mein Ruhm’: Studien zu den neuen Psalmenhomilien des Origenes, Miinster
2021

Joseph Trigg W., Origen. Homilies on the Psalms. Codex Monacensis 17 16
Graecus 314, Washington 2020; Lorenzo Perrone, Origene. Omilie Sui Salmi.
5515 13118 Yw 07 .Codex Monacensis Graecus 314, 1-2, Roma 2020-2021
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Alfons Fiirst, ‘Judentum, Judenchristentum und Antijudaismus in :77122 X7 17
den neuentdeckten Psalmenhomilien des Origenes’, Adamantius 20 (2014),
pp. 275-287; Margaret M. Mitchell, ‘Origen and the Text-Critical Dilemma:
An Illustration from One of his Newly Discovered Greek Homilies on Psalms’,
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Biblical Research 62 (2017), pp. 61-82; Eadem, ‘Origen, Christ, the Law and
the Jewish People: Some Important Arguments in the New Greek Homilies on
Psalms’ (forthcoming); Harald Buchinger, ‘Pascha in Third-Century Palestine:
Origen’s Newly Identified Homilies on the Psalms’, Origeniana Duodecima:
Origen’s Legacy in the Holy Land — A Tale of Three Cities: Jerusalem, Caesarea
and Bethlehem, eds. Brouria Bitton-Ashkelony et al. (BETL, 302), Leuven 2019,
pp- 75-90; Maren R. Niehoff, ‘Biblical Women in Origen’s Newly Discovered
Homilies on Psalms: Gendered Markers of Christian Identity in Late Antique
Caesarea’, Ephemerides Theologicae Lovanienses 96 (2020), pp. 485-507

Lorenzo Perrone, ‘Origen’s Interpretation of the Psalter Revisited: The Nine 18
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THE APPARITION OF THE SHINING CROSS (351 CE): ON THE
EVOLUTION OF A FOUNDATIONAL EVENT IN THE HISTORY OF
THE JERUSALEM CHURCH, AND ITS ENTRY INTO THE LOCAL
LITURGICAL CYCLE

Oded Irshai and Yonatan Livneh

This paper introduces Cyril of Jerusalem’s Letter to Emperor Constantius 11
in which the bishop delivers the good news of an apparition of a shining Cross
in the city’s skies, on May 7, 351, and focuses on the curious disappearance
of the event from fourth-century sources and its resurfacing in later material.
The paper opens with a presentation of the Epistle against the backdrop of the
political challenges facing Constantius’s rule at the time, alongside Cyril’s
inner-church contested position vis-a-vis the rival provincial metropolitan
church of Caesarea. The Emperor’s death and Cyril’s fluctuating fortunes
in the following decades set unfavorable circumstances for the Letter’s
circulation and for the celebration of the event it portrays. Thus, it is only
in the fifth century that we find the tradition of the Apparition of the Cross
highlighted in our sources. The paper follows this trajectory and demonstrates
that information regarding the vision of the Cross survived via parallel chains
of transmission — imperial records, on the one hand, and local Jerusalemite
traditions, on the other. Lastly, the paper inspects the evidence for the adoption
of the event in the local liturgical cycle and dates it to Juvenal’s episcopacy
(c. 422458 CE), later than usually assumed. The event’s rise in importance
in the local calendar culminated, so the paper claims, by the late 420s, as can
be seen in the choice to celebrate the foundation of Euthymius’ monastery in
428 on May 7, under the patronage of the Jerusalem Patriarchate. A Hebrew
translation of the Greek Epistle is appended.
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ATHLETIC COMPETITIONS AS MARKERS OF RELIGIOUS
IDENTITY IN CAESAREA:
INSIGHTS FROM ORIGEN’S NEWLY DISCOVERED HOMILIES, THE
SECOND SOPHISTIC, AND RABBINIC LITERATURE

Maren R. Niehoff

This article presents and translates for the first time a passage from Origen’s
newly discovered homilies on the Psalms, which deals with the Olympic
Games. The Church Father delivered this homily toward the end of his career
in Caesarea, probably at the beginning of the Easter celebrations, which
then still lasted for a whole week like the Jewish Passover. Origen takes a
surprisingly detailed interest in the athletic games and throws important new
light on the culture of Late Antique Caesarea, where the competitions had
been flourishing since their inception by Herod. The article uses epigraphic
and material evidence to reconstruct the historical context of the games in
Caesarea and Origen’s place in the discourses about them.

The article furthermore provides a close literary analysis of Origen’s
rhetoric and offers a historical contextualization by comparison to the Second
Sophistic and rabbinic literature. The Church Father emerges as inscribing
himself into the Greco-Roman tradition of the Olympic Games, imagining
himself as a superior hellenodikes and fashioning Easter as an Olympic feast.
His rhetoric resembles that of the Second Sophists Lucian and Philostratus,
creating like them a playful web of serio-comic images, which allows him
to carve a new space for the Christian community. As a leader of the church,
he furthermore inscribes a specific Christian holiday into the Greco-Roman
calendar and invites the members of his community in Caesarea, situated next
to the famous stadium, to imagine themselves at a public event in the larger
cultural landscape of public festivals in the Roman Empire.

The rabbis also encountered the athletic competitions in Caesarea and
were likewise familiar with members of their community training on a regular
basis, perhaps even together with the members of Origen’s community. Their
reaction to this reality provides the proper context for understanding Origen’s
position. While the rabbis accepted athletic training throughout the week, they
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insisted on the Shabbat as an exception to the rule. This explicit reference to
the reality of athletic training outside the realm of clerical authority may well
suggest that Origen, too, was aware of the continuous training of members of
his community, which he chose not to mention in his homily. Moreover, the
rabbis, unlike Origen, did not directly refer to the hellenodikai or the Olympic
Games and refrained from imagining the Passover in terms of the famous
athletic tradition. They instead chose the Hellenistic symposium as a model
for their holiday and located themselves in a more private sphere than Origen.
The comparison with the rabbis thus highlights the degree of Origen’s public
and overtly Greco-Roman orientation.

At the same time, however, the rabbis indulged in metaphors of athletic
competitions when interpreting the Torah and thus created within their own
community a rich discourse resembling that of Origen. They subtly compared
Torah study to athletic training and imagined God as an archetypical judge
of the athletic competitions. Rabbi Shimon ben Yochai assumed the position
of Anacharsis in Lucian’s famous dialogue and signaled his complicity in
Greek manners by describing his own hermeneutic activity in the same terms
as that of the Greek judges. These discourses in Late Antique Caesarea and
in Palaestina show the characteristic ambiguity of the Second Sophistic.
They engage with the traditions of Greek athletics by defamiliarizing and
reactivating them in ever new ways, once playing a role resembling that
of Lucian’s Solon and at other times that of Anacharsis. The efforts of the
different religious elites to draw firm boundaries obviously reflect a much
messier reality around them.
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DREAMING OF A LIFE OF SHARING AND SOLIDARITY:
COMMUNAL GROUPS IN CHINA’S MAY FOURTH MOVEMENT

Shakhar Rahav

In the aftermath of the First World War, while diplomats forged a new
international order, local activists in many countries aspired to national
liberation and explored new forms of social and political organization. In
China, these explorations gave rise to the New Culture Movement (1915—
1923) and May Fourth Movement of 1919, which are widely seen as a cultural
and political watershed. While much research has focused on the movements
as antecedents of Chinese Communism, this article focuses on attempts in
cities across China between 1919 to 1921 to form small egalitarian groups
predicated on sharing and solidarity as steps toward a peaceful and just
society.

Although these groups were small and short-lived, they aroused much
interest in reformist circles across China and among leaders of the New
Culture Movement such as Hu Shi, Chen Duxiu, and Cai Yuanpei. This
micro-history of these groups’ formation and activities — shared work, study,
daily life, and gender relations — illuminates the idealism of this formative
period, and the obstacles that faced would-be reformers.

Furthermore, many of the groups’ members and supporters went on
to become influential figures in Chinese politics and culture, in China and
eventually Taiwan, including labor organizer Deng Zhongxia, musicologist
Wang Guanggqi, and leader of the communist party Mao Zedong. Echoes of
these groups’ idealism can be found in subsequent projects, culminating in
the People’s Communes of the 1950s, and even in revival attempts in the
current century.
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