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A�stract of Research Proposal:

The past plays a decisive part in the formation of the present for every individual and group.  At the same time, today 

it is ever more clear that the present also has a pivotal role in the construction of the past, and the latter frequently 

changes due to political, cultural, religious and social currents. In the last generation or so, there has been a 

significant increase in studies in both the Humanities and Social Sciences dealing with the place of the past in the 

present, and the role of the present in determining the memory of the past. This intensive activity has given birth to 

crystallization. Most of these studies, however, have dealt with modern societies or individuals.

societies in the Near East and the Mediterranean during the ancient and medieval times, proposes to set as its focus a 

unique perspective: How did pre-modern societies look at their past? What was the role that it played in their own 

f their past?  This double, even dialectical, 

historical view will permit a better understanding of each of the studied groups.  Research into a variety of periods, 

societies and areas (within a larger region) that are significantly different from each other, as well as the employment 

of diverse methodologies and approaches by each of the members, will enable a more general synthesis and wide 

reaching conclusion that can then be reapplied to the specific societies in question, thus enabling a richer and more

ring in historical, cultural, social and political circumstances, and to generalize on the 
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basis of the findings. In order to further this goal, three themes have been identified that will be the basis of each 

Stories of Genesis will concentrate on the memory of the distant past that tells of the origins of groups, dynasties, 

ruling institutions, and the foundation of places such as cities, palaces and sanctuaries. 

�ontinuit� and �han�e deals with the sense (or illusion) of endurance and transformation, in spite or as a result 

of ethnic, religious or political changes.

� e�or� and ��li�ion Which personalities, events and sites of the past (real or imagined) have the investigated 

groups remembered , which were ignored or forgotten, and which were intentionally forced into oblivion?

  

Memory Studies
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landscape archaeology
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-era Societ� �oo�s �ac� at it Predecessors and Antecedents
Historical consciousness developed early in Islamic culture as expressed in Arabic. The origins and innovation of 
Islam were from the beginning contrasted to its Jahili antecedents in Arabia, along with the Mediterranean Byzantium 
Empire and the Sassanid Empire of greater Iran. At the same time, continuities with Jewish (and assorted other 
Semitic) prophets were highlighted, contraposed to the misbehavior of Jews and Christians in the past and present. 
All this found expression in a burgeoning historical tradition, the antecedents of which were the prophetic traditions 
(hadith), the more-or-less random assemblages of event notices (khabar), and biographical collections (tabaqat)
concentrating on early Muslims and scholars. Over the generations, these texts were increasingly written down and 
systematized, gaining a clear chronological and narrative structure.  By the early 10th century, we have already full-
blown chronicles arranged in annalistic form, represented best by al- - -muluk

geographical works, administrative manuals, travel reports, biographical dictionaries, and more.  Within all of this, 
we find surveys of pre-Islamic societies together with the retelling of early Muslim history (Rosenthal 1968; Khalidi 
1995; Robinson 2003).

The Mamluk period (1250-1517) in Egypt and Syria saw a remarkable flowering of history writing. We have both 
universal and local chronicles (with yearly events hawadith and obituaries wafayat), sultanic biographies, 
enormous biographical compendia, comprehensive encyclopedias, administrative manuals, and much more that 
serves the modern historian (Haarmann 1969; Little 1970; Little 1998; Li Guo 1997). Long-term developments were 
often followed, and at times for example al- Kitab al-Khitat) of 
Cairo harked back to early Islam and before, as far as the Pharaohs, with plenty of references to its physical remains
(Haarmann 1996). For Syria, one can think of the relatively early al-A`laq al-Khatira by Ibn Shaddad al-Halabi (d. 
1283), a systematic geographical-topographical-historical treatment of Syria and nearby Upper Mesopotamia, taking 
into account the longue durée of regional history, at times even before Islam (Antrim 2007). A later, and local, 
version is the history of Jerusalem by the local judge Mujir al-Din al-`Ulaymi (d. 1522, but the work was written in 
the late 15th century), which at times mentions even stories from Biblical times (Little 1995).

This sub-project looks to examine more deeply how the past was perceived by Mamluk-era writers, be they locals 
or further afield, in light of the working plan of the group:

Stories of Origin: Here the focus will be on the various accounts of the origins of the Turks that have come down to 
us in Arabic sources of the Mamluk state, comparing them to other stories of Turkish origin. This impinges directly 
on the examination of memory in project, since the Mamluks themselves were mainly of Turkish provenance, and 
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these stories of ethnogenesis were of discernable interest to some of them, as well as to scholars. Stories of 
ethnogenesis of other groups Mongols, Kurds and Circassians, and will also be studied, since the members of 
these groups were both part of the Mamluk military-political elite. The goal here is to examine the question of ethnic 
identity in this elite, seeing if it has at least some of its basis in historical memories (even if these memories are 
legendary and fantastic) (Haarmann 1974; Amitai 2004; Irwin 1999). One example of inter-connected stories of 
ethnogenesis is found in the chronicle of Ibn al-Dawadari (fl. 1330s), when a
an anecdote hinting that Turks (i.e. The Mamluks) will eventually defeat them (Graf 1990: 68). A significant 
corollary of this particular research theme is the question of ethnicity in Mamluk politics, a topic of some discussion 
in Mamluk (Amitai 2008; Yosef, forthcoming) that needs further clarification, which might be provided by looking at 

legitimacy will be examined, together with more recognized tropes of just ruler and holy warrior: can we find a 
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Velleius Paterculus

Continuity and Change: This will focus on perceptions of the Mamluk system of military slavery (Ayalon 1951; 
Amitai 2006; Rabbat 2000) from its antecedents to the Mamluk Sultanate itself.  tour 

of the history of military slavery is well known (Ayalon 1980), but what was its historiographical impact?  
Did other historians discuss the rise and development of this institution before the advent of the Sultanate in 1250, 
already from the early ninth century? What does it mean when 15th

most serious adversaries) worked into the narrative of Mamluk history (Amitai and Biran, forthcoming)? In other 
words, overall do Mamluk-era historians have a sense of the development of the institution of military slavery? No 
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less important, did the Mamluks themselves think about these matters and if so, how did this affect them, not the least 
in the realm of policy in administration, military affairs, construction of monumental buildings and religion.

Halbwachs 1925, 1941
2015LowenthalLes 

Lieux de mémoire
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Memory and Oblivion (unintentional and otherwise): This will primarily focus on the southern Levant (Palestine 
and surroundi -
Islamic past as seen by each of the three monotheistic religions. For example, the Muslims find there examples of 
commercial activities of Jahili Arabs, i reportedly 
buried there (Amitai 2017). A second interesting case is how biblical time are recalled during repairs of the water 
system of Temple Mount during the reign of Sultan Baybars (r. 1260-77) (al-Maqrizi, Suluk 1934-74: 1:560). A 

201 ). All of this hints at historical memories of an ancient past in the country and a local sense of identity, perhaps 
shared at least in part by local (and visiting) Muslims, Christians and Jews. This possibility will be explored at 
length: what were the historical motifs, derived from stories of the ancient past, as well as objects and remains 
attributed to this past. (Frenkel 2001; Meri 2002), not only travel and pilgrimage, but also local religious life, 
culture, economy and more.?

The discussion of these topics through the prism of memory will shed light on the nature of cultural and intellectual 
life of the Mamluk Sultanate of Syria and Egypt, showing perhaps how the Mamluk military-political elite as well 
as the intellectual and cultural elite living and working under their aegis looked at the far and recent past of the 
counties over which it ruled. Mamluk studies have been flourishing globally in recent decades, and scholars have 
dealt in original and innovative ways with a broad range of topics related to political, intellectual, social, cultural, 
military, and economic history, as well as archeology and art history. It appears, however, that the insights of 
memory studies to this flourishing field have not been applied in a concerted or systematic matter (But see an 
interesting first stab in Troadec 2014-15). This proposed sub-project, then, has clear positive implications for a 
wider audience of specialists, while providing more concrete studies for those with a comparative and theoretical 
interest.
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